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ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CCO-OO CIAE-00 OTPE-OO 
FCC-02 INR-07 NSAE-00 OC-06 USIA-15 COME-OO 
BIB-01 DODE-OO PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 /057 W 

250932Z 089050/23-12 

R 242223Z MAR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2906 

INFO AMCONSUL MONTREAL 

ALL OTHER CANADIAN CONSULS (BY POUCH) 

UNCLAS OTTAWA 01937 

E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: ETEL, CA 

SUBJECT: CRTC INVESTIGATION OF CBC BIAS 

REF: OTTAWA 1695 

1 . CANADIAN RADIO-TELEVISION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
COMMISSION CHAIRMAN TOLD HOUSE OF COMMONS BROADCASTING 
COMMITTEE MARCH 22, ACCORDING TO PRESS, IT WILL BE 
"PRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE" FOR CRTC COMMITTEE "TO MAKE 
DEFINITIVE JUDGMENTS AS TO WHETHER CBC PROGRAMMING 
CONTAINS PRO-SEPARATIST BIAS". TOLD GROUP COMMITTEE TO 
DATE HAD RECEIVED 70 SUBMISSIONS, TWO FROM M.P.'S, 

BUT THESE ARE REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT CBC PROGRAMMING 
AND NOT NECESSARILY ALL COMPLAINTS OF BIAS. ALL 
ALLEGATIONS OF BIAS WILL BE INVESTIGATED, HE SAID, 

" BUT IT WOULD BE PRACTICALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO REDUCE 
THE INQUIRY TO THE AREA OF BIAS."' 

2. COMMENT: IDEA OF BROADRANGING INQUIRY WHICH BOYLE 
PREVIOUSLY SUGGESTED-INVOLVING CBC ENGLISH AND FRENCH 
DRAMA AND ENTERTAINMENT AREAS AS WELL AS PUBLIC 
AFFAIRS— ENJOYS SUPPORT IN DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS 
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WHICH BELIEVES THERE IS NEED FOR MANAGEMENT 
REORGANIZATION IN THE CORPORATION TO REDUCE THE POWER 
OF INDIVIDUAL FIEFDOMS. THUS, OVER LONGER TERM, 

PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS WOULD BE BETTER ABLE 
TO ASSURE THAT BROADCASTING SYSTEM FULFILLS 
REQUIREMENTS OF MANDATE. ENDERS 
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